
Social Studies Project Goal:  Teach us something and tell us where you learned that! 

 

The goal of the trimester project is to create a forum where a student can learn 

information at their level and share it with their classmates in the form of a presentation.  

The project types are vast so that students can work using any medium they most enjoy.  

This is not a research paper.  This is not a project that should take numerous hours and 

days to create, unless the student’s interest level results in hours of work.   We are 

looking for students to learn about an interest they have that is related to the New York 

State Curriculum.   

 

Sources: 

 

For the LADSBS projects, “documenting sources” means that students can answer the 

two questions: 

 

 “How do you know that?”  and “Where did you find that information.” 

 

The expectation for the four points allocated to the sources portion of the project scoring 

simply answer the two questions above. 

 

For example: 

1. I learned that the Euro is the money that is used in France by looking on the 

website:  http://french.currencyname.com/. 

 

2. My grandmother explained how easy and affordable it is to travel through France 

on the Trains. 

 

3. I learned about that the Eiffel Tower is one of the most popular landmarks to visit 

in France from an article in Newsday.   

 

This example provides three different types of sources.  At this age level we are not 

looking for verification of sources for accuracy or for any type of bibliography.  We may 

look to support that as we move forward and where grade appropriate.  We are just 

looking for students to begin to explain where they found information that they did not 

inherently know. 

 

FAQ: 

Q: If this project is to be done completely at home, how will you know that the 

student has actually done the work or if the parents have done a good portion of 

the work? 

A: We understand that students have very different ability levels.  Our hope is that 

the parents will support their child to the level that they find appropriate.  We 

understand that one child may complete their entire project without any parental 

input at all while another may have a parent partner with them for the entire 

project.  We do hope to see your child’s best work and hope that you support 

them just a bit less than you think they may require (they will surprise you).  

http://french.currencyname.com/


However, if a student comes in to present a project that a parent obviously helped 

a great deal to create that is fine too.  Our hope is, regardless of the independent 

level of your child, they will be able to present the information with confidence 

and an understanding of what they have learned through this endeavor! 

 

Q: We are too busy with family events and sports and we don’t have enough time to 

do these projects. 

A: We will be posting information about the timeline and due dates for all three 

trimester projects.  You can complete them at any time that works best for your 

family.  Some families prefer to use vacation time to complete projects while 

others have vacations planned that are not conducive to completing the projects.  

Other than abiding by the due date, we hope that the students find ways to 

complete their projects in a manner that does not add too much stress at any time 

of the year. 

 

Q: My child has not been taught how to “take notes” or how to “make an outline”. 

A: Phase 2 of the project is simply a check in so that the teacher will know that you 

are “on target” with an idea and a project type.  Two or three lines explaining 

your idea and how you plan to present your topic (project format) is what we are 

looking to learn.  If you are making a Diorama, having a simple sketch to show 

the teacher would suffice.  Our goal was to allow any and all ideas and formats to 

be presented.  Although some parents are finding the options too vast, thus 

making it tough to choose, our goal was to provide you with some examples but 

also note that any project type would be considered.  We are hoping that your 

child has an interest that may not be clear to us with the daily rigors and the 

written tests that we need to use and they display that for their class. 

 

 

 

 


